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 Havine been requeſted to publiſh this 


ſermon, I have annexed to it my: letter of 


_ reſignation, for the ſake of introducing the 


anſwer of the congregation, and the addref{- 


es that have been ſent to me, on occaſion 


of .my leaving this country, from the two 


united congregations at Birmingham, from 


the Unitarian Society, and from the young 
men and women who have attended -my 
private leftures on the ſubje&t of natural 

and revealed religion, I wiſh to expreſs 
my gratitude for the affeQion that has been 
ſhewn me, by perpetuating, as far as I can, 
the marks that I have received of it. Theſe 
addrefſes will alſo ſerve to ſhew that, 
though calumniated, and execrated, by 
many, this has been more than compenſated 


by 


REY Preface. 


by the warm attachment of others; which 


' may encourage perſons in fimilar ſituations 


to perſevere in what appears to them to be 
right, fearleſs of any conſequences that may 
reſult from it. Theſe addrefles contain 


ſome expreſſions that are too highly come 


plimentary. But, as Dr. Franklin uſed to 
ſav. © undue praiſe may ſerve to balance 
6 undue cenſure,” 


. It is painful, no doubt, to take leave, as 
I do it this diſcourſe, of ſuch a congrega- 
tion as that with which I have.been ſo hap- 
pily conneRed, and which promiſed increa(- 


_ ing fatisfaction. But ſuch genuine marks 
of eſteem and affection, as I have received 
from the members of it, cannot be unat- 
tended with pleaſure. No joy, or-ſarrow, 


in this life, can be expected to be wholly 
_unmixed. This 1 is a world of trial and diſc- 


mind: and we ſhould be willing to take 
We the 


; Preface. vi . M 1 
the painful, as well as the pleaſurable in- 
ercdients in it. It will be happy if we be 
improved by them, and be thereby prepared 
for a ſtate, in which this kind of diſcipline 
will not be neceſlary; where there will be 
© no more pain,* and where * all tears will 


. will be wiped fr Om our eyCs. | 


I alſo take this opportunity of exprefling 


my fatisfaQtion in the candid attention with 


which I have of late been heard by unuſu- 


ally crowded audiences, 'confiſting chiefly 
_ of ſtrangers; thinking it to be a ſymptom 


of abating prejudice, and of the prevalence 


of better information than has hitherto ob- 
tained. The time, I hope, is approaching, 


when all deluſion will vaniſh; when men 


- and things will be ſeen in their true light; 

and the prevalence of truth will, no doubt, 

| be attended with an increaſe of general 
happineſs. 

FAREWELL 


FAREWELL DISCOURSE. 


And now, brethren, I commend you to God, 


and the word of his grace, which 1s able 


to build you up, and to give you an inherit= 
ance among them that are ſanttified. 


-< 


Acts xx. 327 
MY CHRISTIAN BRETHREN, 


| | XR now to reſign my paſtoral charge 
' among you, my thoughts are naturally 
turned to the ſentiments expreſſed by the 
apoſtle Paul, when he was ina ſimilar fitua- 


tion with reſpe& to the church of Epheſus. 


'] do not pretend to his zeal or aQtivity; 
© but my wiſhes for your beſt intereſts are 
ſincere and ardent, and I cannot ſhew it 
better than by direQting your attention to 
ſentiments moſt intereſting to us all as 
| Chriſtians, and moſt conducive to our com- 
mon edification. 
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The Uje of Chriſtuanity, | 

With Paul I commend you to the good 
providence of C-''; praying that he would 
direC&t you in ail y vr ways, and eſpecially 
that you may be ::d to a right knowledge | 
of the goſpel, th:r you may imbibe the ge- 
nuine ſpirit, and praQtiſe the duties of it, as 
the only way to eniure your preſent and 
future happineſs. in his own emphatical 
language, in my text, *I commend you. 
* to God, and the word of his grace, which 
* 18 able to build you up, and to give you an 
* inheritance among them that are fanQi- 
« fied... By ſecuring the latter, you cannot 
entertain a doubt of your title to the for- 
mer. For, as the ſame apoſtle obſerves, 
* All things work together for good to them 
* that love God ;* the great objeft of the 
diſpenſation of the goſpel being *© to purify 
* to himſelf a peculiar people, zealous of 


0 good works.” 


"This i is alſo the oreat object of all Chrif= 
tian churches. They confiſt of perſons 
who form thenwelves into ſocieties for the. 
purpoſe of promoting their mutual edifica- 


. tion, and with this view they provide them-. 
elves with ſuch miniſters, or aſſiſtants (for 


ſuch 


eſpecially in difficult Times. 3 
ſuch is the real meaning and nature of our 
office) as they deem beſt calculated to pro- 
mote that end; giving them proper leiſure 
for the ſtudy of the ſcriptures, for Noring 
their minds with ſuch knowledge as will 
beſt qualify them to inſtru others, and for 
| the acquirement of every other accomplith- | 
ment that can enable them to do it to the 
molt advantage, An office and employ- 

ment the moſt truly uſeful, and therefore 
honourable. 
- The great importance of this obje&t of 
Chriſtian ſocieties 1s ſtrongly exprefled by 
the apoſtle in my text. It is nothing leſs 
than to bi/d up the members of them, that 
is, in faith and holineſs, to raiſe and improve 
their charaQers, in order * to give them an 
« inheritance among them that are ſanQti= 
* fied;? 2.e. to prepare them for future hap- 
pineſs. It is, as it were, to take men out of 
the world, to wean them from the low pur- 
| ſvits and gratifications of it, and to make 
| them c:772ens of heaven ; to raiſe the ſons 
of men to the high character, and honour, of 
the /oxs of-God, and make them heirs of a 


happy 1mmortality. And is not every other 
B 2 object 
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4 The Up of Clriftianiy, 


object low and mean compared with this ? 


Give it, then, that place in your regards to 
which it 1s entitled, and, amidſt all the ne- 


ceflary cares of this life, never loſe fight of 


your great deſtination for another. Suffer 
not your minds to be faſcinated by any thing 
that this world can preſent to you ; but, as 
the apoſtle exhorts, holding all other things 
in deſervedly low eſtimation, * walk wor- 


© thy of God, and be fruitful in every good 


* word and work to do his will.” © Seeing,” 
as another apoſtle obferves, * that all theſe 
* things muft be diflolved,* fince all our 
connexions here muft ſoon be broken, at 
leaſt by death, and an infinitely more im- 
portant ſtate awaits us beyond the grave, 


«* what manner of perſons ought we to be in 


© all holy converſation and godlineſs ?? 

All the connexions we form here, the 
moſt endearing and important ones, are ſlight 
and tranſient. We may flatter ourſelves that 
we are planning our deftination ſor a long 


time to come, and make our arrangements 
accordingly, as I did when I was ſettled at 


Birmingham, and again with you; but un- 


foreſeen circumſtances occur, and all our 


plans 


eſpecially in difficult Times. 5 
plans are deranged, new ones mult be form- 
ed, and a great portion of life is often em- 
ployed, ad; in a manner waſted, in making 
new arrangements, which may prove to bs 
as temporary, and to as little purpoſe. =_ 

But, my brethren, the goſpel, the ſtudy 
and praftice of which it has been my bufi- 
neſs to recommend to you, holds out to us 
an obje& as much more fixed and ſtable, as 
It 18 in itſelf of more value. Our habita- 
' tions here are periſhable, liable to be deſtroy- 
 edby lawleſs violence ; but there are © houſes 
* not made with hands, eternal in the hea- 
© yens.” Here wehave no continuing city, no 
place of abſolute ſecurity, where we can de- 
pend upon not being diſturbed. But in hea- 
ven is © a feſt for the people of God,” a place 
where * the wicked ceaſe from troubling,” 
and where thoſe who are weary with their 
unceaſing perſecution may depend upon be-_ 
ing unmoleſted. Let us, then, when we are 
haraſſed and diſturbed here, and eſpecially 
when we are expoſed to diſturbance becauſe 
we ourſelves are diſpoſed to be quiet, wiſh- 
ing to live at peace ourſelves, and defiroys 
of} promoting a diſpoſition to peace 1n others, 


B 3 look 


6 The Uſe of Chriſtianity, 
look forwards to that peaceful and happy 
ſtate, and cultivate a Wo of mind moſt 
ſuited to it. | 

Permit me to add, that I fatter myſelf 
our approaching ſeparation may furniſh 
an additional motive for doing every thing 
in our power to ſecure a happy meeting, 

and a more permanent connexion, 1n A 
world of greater ſtability than this. On 

| my part, I have thought the connexion a 

i happy one, and was far from having any 

wiſh ever to change it on this fide the 

grave; and ſuch, I would hope, has been 

your diſpoſition with reſpe&t to me. And 

what is it that makes heaven itſelf moſt de- 
firable, but the ſociety of ſuch friends as we 

wiſh to live with here? This world, in its 

preſent ſtate, would be ſufficiently paradi- 

facal for men, if they were what they 

ought to be, and what they are capable of 
bebe g; if they were as improved 1n all re- 

ſpedts as we have reaſon to think they here- 

after will be. If, then, our preſent ſepara- 

tion be painful, let us be looking, and pre- 

paring, for a ſtate in which no event ſo 
mutually difagreeable will occur. 
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eſpecially in difficult Times. 7 

Our proetent fituation, and that of the 
Diticiters 1 general, calls in a particular 
manner for the exerciſe of Chriſtian princi- 
ples. The cauſe of the Difſenters may 
now be faid to be, what Chriſtianity itſelf 
originally was, and long continued to be, 
VIZ. © a ſect every where ſpoken againſt.” 
We are expoſed to inſult and outrage, 
though not to open and avowed perſecu- 
_ tion, on this account. But this ſituation, 
though not to be deſired. by us, is moſt 
favourable to the cultivation of that temper 
of mind which is moſt eminently Chriſtian, 
to the virtues of patience, fortitude, meek- 
neſs, forgiveneſs of injuries, and heavenli- 
mindedneſs ; virtues of the moſt exalted 
kind, contributing moſt to the dignity of 
human nature, but for which there is 
comparatively but little call, or occaſion, 
in a ſeaſon of proſperity, | 
* Woe unto you,* fays our Saviour, 

* when all men ſpeak well of you.” But, 
* blefled are ye when men ſhall revile you, 
- £ and perſecute you, and ſay all manner of 
* evil againſt you falſely for my name's ſake.* 
Let us, in the firſt place, then, ſhew that 
Bg ; the 
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8 The Uſe of Chriſtianity, 
the evil that is ſpoken of us is falſely 
ipoken, that is, give reaſonable evidence of 
4t ; for to ſatisfy the yiolently prejudiced is 
impoſſible, and not to be expected of any 
man. Tt is what our Saviour himſelf and 
the apoſtles were unequal to. But this be- 
ing done, with reſpect to thoſe who are at 
all candid, and who will hear reaſon, con- 
ſcious integrity 1s abundantly ſufficient to 
ſupport a man under any calumny. 
Moreover, conſcious of our own inte- 
 erity, we can look down upon our enemies, 
not with hatred or ill will, but with com- 
paſſion, as beings in a depraved and imper- 
fe ſtate, neither qualified to be happy 
themſelves, nor to communicate happineſs 
to others. 
All perſons 1 under the influence of malig- 
. nant paſſions are neceſfarily, and by the inva- 
riable law of our natures, in an uneaſy ſtate. 
'Their habitual feelings, even when oratifi- 
ed, are unpleaſant. But the feolivgn of 
thoſe who are merely expoſed to the ma- 
lignity of others, without feeling any thing 
of the kind themſelves, are \ ARS Sad 


highly pleaſurable ; 3 beſides being attended 
with 


eſpecially in difficult Times. 9 
with a conſciouſneſs of ſuperiority of cha- 


rater, and of greater advances in intellec- 


_ tual improvement. 

| The man who obeys the firſt impulſe of 
natural appetite, corporeal or mental, gives 
no proof of his being a rational agent ; for 
brutes are governed by appetite. But the 
man who retrains from gratifying his appe- 


tite, and natural defire, whether that of 


revenging himſelf upon his enemy, or any 
other, muſt do it by the help of reaſon. He 
' muſt have ſome degree of comprehenſion of 
mind, which takes in diſtant objeas ; and 
this is the thing that manifeſts a ſuperiority 
of character. 
| The man who can even defer his re- 
venge, and merely reſtrain his paſſion, is 


ſuperior to him who gives way to the firſt. 


impulſe of it. But he who can ſo far make 


allowance for the hatred of his enemies, as 


to feel compaſſion and good will towards 
| them while he knows the ill will they bear 
him, is infinitely ſuperior. We are not 
moved to anger by the anger of a-child. 
Neither, then, ſhould we be by the anger 
and malignity of thoſe grown perſons, 

whom, 
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Io The Uſe of Chriſtianity, 
whom, with reſpe&t to intelle&ual and 
moral improvement, we regard in no. 


| higher a light. 


On account of the low rank of every 
ſentiment bordering on anger and reſent- 
ment (requiring only particular impreffions 
to excite them, and much refle&ion to 


ſuppreſs them) ſuch as zeal for any par- 


ticular cauſe, even that of religion, it is 


eaſy to excite it, and lead men to aCt upon 
it with the greateſt violence, fo as to hate_ 
and perſecute others who differ from them. 


Men who have no real religion at all can do 
_ this, as is evident 1n all perſecutions, in the 


hiſtory of the cruſades, when hundreds of 


thouſands, moved, as they imagined with 
holy zeal, went to drive the infidels from 


the Holy Land, and alſo in the riots in 
Birmingham. Alſo to ſuffer in any cauſe 


with the ſpirit with which men die in bat- 


tle, that is, with obſtinacy and hatred, 1s" 
not very difficult. Mahometans fight for 
their religion, 'and the North American 
Indians die with the greateſt heroiſm in 
this reſpet. But -to ſuffer and die with 
meeknefs, with reſignation to God, and 


good 


eſpecially in difficult Times, {11 


good will to men, not excepting our per- 
ſecutors; to die praying with our Saviour, 


* Father, forgive them, for they know 


* not what they do,? 1s a far more difficult 


attainment, but by no Ame yncommon. 
among Chriſtians, 

Still leſs ſhall we be diſturbed at the 
malignity of others, when we conſider that 
our enemies, as well as our friends, are a&t- 


1ng the part afligned them by the Supreme 
Ruler of the Univerſe, that they are in their 


proper place as well as we in ours (though, 
being inſtigated by their own bad difpo- 
ſitions, this is no apology for their conduR) 
and that the plan of the great drama, in 


| Which we are all actors, 1s ſo arranged, that 


good will finally reſult from the evil that 
ye experience ourſelves, or ſee in others. 


* The wrath of man,* ſays the Falmft, 
+ ſhall praiſe God.* 


All the oppoſition we meet with makes 


part of the uſeful and neceflary diſcipline of 
life, and no creat character could be formed, 


or any great good be done, without it. Our 
Saviour, the apoſtles, the reformers from 


Yoperys and the Puritans and Nonconform- 


ſts, 


we complain? We ought rather to think. 


* him, we ſhall alſo reign with him, and be 


2t 18 faid, that.* for the joy that was ſet be- 


12 The Uſe of Chriſtranity, 
iſts, were equally expoſed to it. And ſhall 


ourſelves honoured by it, and, with the 
apoſtles, * rejoice that we are counted 
* worthy to ſuffer for the name of the Lord 
« Jeſus ;” refleCting, that © if we ſuffer with 


* glorified together.” Of our Lord himſelf 


« fore him he endured the crois, defpiling 
© the ſhame.* Ought we not, then, I will 
not ſay be diſpleated, and complain, but 
ought we not to rejoice, and be thankful, 
for every part of that diſpenſation of Provi- 
dence, which we cannot doubt is calculated, 


and intended, to be ſo highly beneficial to. 
us? 


If we take a calm retroſpeCt of oyr own 
paſt experience, we ſhall all of us, I am per=- 


| ſuaded, be fatisfied, that many events, 


ſeemingly the moſt diſaſtraus, were, in fa, 


the moſt beneficial to us; that they were 


really mercies, though in the diſguiſe of 


judgments. And ſhall we not then con- 


clude, that every other evil, coming from 
the ſame hand, equally leads to good, 
though 


eſpecially in difficult T1Mes. I3 


though we may not for the preſent ſee it ta 
be fo. When Jacob loſt his beloved ſon 
Joſeph, he ſaid,” * All theſe things are 
* againſt me;* though it appeared after- 
wards to be eminently for him. As the 
plalmiſt ſays with reſpect to God, © Clouds 


* and darkneſs are round about him, righ- 


* teouſneſs and judgment are the habitation 


* of his throne.” 
Thus inſtructed by the unerring word of 
God, and our own experience, as far as it 


goes, concurring with it, we may be pre- 
pared to adopt the noble language of the 


prophet Habakkuk ; who, after enumerat- 
ing the loſs of every thing valuable to man, 
and that not only tended to his comfort, but 


was ſeemingly neceffary to his exiſtence in 


this life, could fay, * Yet will I rejoice in 
* the Lord, and joy in the God of my fal- 
* vation.” With reſpe& to the ſociety of 


friends, and every thing elſe that 1s moſt 
dear to us (and many of theſe I ſhall be de-. 


prived of in leaving this connexion) we 


muſt fay with Job, * The Lord gave, and 


* the Lord taketh away, and blefled be the 
* name of the Lord,' Something may ariſe 


out 


The Uſe of Chriſtianity, 
out of our afflitions, or even accompany 
them, that ſhall be an abundant compenta- 
tion for them. Andaif they only teach us pa- 
tience, fortitude, and truſt in God, it is alone 
an abundant compenſation, though they 
ſhould bring nothing elſe along with them: 
| While we are ſenlible that we live under 
the government of a good Being, we can- 
not doubt, but that every thing that befalls 
us 1s intended for our good, We muſt not 
forget, that it is only by diſcipline, and 
often very ſevere diſcipline too, that great 
and excellent charaQRers are ever formed j 
and no man can tell how much, or how ſe- 
vere diſcipline may be neceflary for himſelf, 
David could ſay, that * before he was af- 
« flited he went aſtray.” And there is a 
ſource of fſatisfaQtion even in adverſity, or 
nearly coaneed with it, that perſons in 
proſperity and affluence have no idea of. 
Of this I am myſelf not without ſome 
experience. My violent expulſion from a 
favourite ſituation at Birmingham was, to 
appearance, ſufficiently difaſtrous, and I 
was not without feeling it to be ſo. Yet I 
have had more-than a recompenſe, internal 
_ and 
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eſpecially in difficult Times. I5 
and external; ſo as to make me conſider it 
even now as no evil upon the whole ; and I 
am far from wiſhing, if it were poſhble, 
that it might not have happened. f 
Among other reſources attorded me by a_ 
kind Providence, was the ſeaſonable and 
generous reception I met with among youz _ I! 
an event which I hope you are convingnd | 
T have endeavoured to'improve. 
_ Having, without any previous expeCta- 
tion, found a ſphere. of uſefulneſs, and a 
ſource of happineſs, here, I ſhall not deſpair 
_ of finding a fimilar ſituation in America. 
But 3 is no ſituation in the. world, in 
which they who are diſpoſed to exert them- 
ſelves in the ſervice of mankind (which 1s 
the moſt proper ſervice of God, our com- 
| mon creator and parent) may not find an 
opportunity of doing it, to more or.leſs ad-_ 
vantage; and no man is anſwerable for 
more than 1t 1s in, his power to do. 
| But a ſtate of ſuffering is a ſtate of uſe-_ 
fulneſs, no leſs than one of the moſt ative 
exertion ; and very frequently it operates in 
the moſt effeCtual and diſtinguiſhed manner. 
Did not our Saviour effec more by his 
3 death, 
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6 The Uſe of Chriſtianity, 
death, the apoſtles by their ſufferings, and 
the Proteſtant martyrs by their various per- 


li ſecutions, than by their preaching ? It is 

i  . _ commonly, and juſtly obſerved, that ** ex- 

| | © ample is before precept.” And what is it 

Il that demonſtrates the real force of religious 

j | | principles fo much as patient ſuffering for 

il | them ? It 1s a clear proof of the value that 

Il the ſufferer ſets upon them, and ſuch as is 

['" more likely to impreſs others than any ar- 

Wl! gument. And the experience of ages con- 

{Al | Eres the obſervation, 1o as to bs given 

| if | riſe to the proverb, that ** the blood of the 
| | | « martyrs is the ſeed of the church.” 

0 ol Wis the perſecution of the early Chriſ- 


tians, of the Proteſtants in France, in the 
Low Countries, or it England, of any diſ- 


ill ſervice to their cauſe? Did the perſecution 
07 '8 of the Puritans by queen Elizabeth, and 
i} 7} the Stuarts, diminiſh their numbers, or 
11 their zeal ? It increaſed both, as appeared 
it | | at the time of the civil wars. What do we 


learn on this ſubje&t from the different 


0 treatment that Difſenters have met with in 
WY | late times? They have conſtantly melted 
44 away in the ſunſhine of proſperity, and 
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eſpecially im difficult Times. ” 


have become numerous and zealous in ad- 


_ verſity. It is even probable that their num- 


| bers were diminiſhed one third, if not one 
half, and the reſt were growing very luke- 


warm, in the reigns of George I. and Ile 


princes who were friendly to them; but 
of late their numbers, and their zeal, are 
greatly increaſed. 

Shall we heſitate, then, to ſuffer in the 


cauſe of important truth, when we ſee it 


to be ſo- greatly promoted by this means ? 
Tf we have any value for our. principles, we 
ſhall rejoice in the opportunities that are af- 
forded us of ſerving the cauſe of truth in ſea- 


| ſons of perſecution (occurring in the courſe 


of divine Providence, and not ſought by 


ourſelves, for that would be oftentation and 


preſumption) as the only way in which 
many perſons have it in their power to pro- 


mote it, to any great purpoſe, For all can 


advance the cauſe by ſuffering, though but 
few have ſufficient ability to argue for it. 


But :doubly honoured is the man whom 


Providence enables, and diſpoſes (for all 1s 
_ of God) to ſerve it in both theſe ways. 
Beſides, ſuch a degree. of perſecution as 
| Cc | that 
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18 The Uſe of Chriſtianity, 

that to which we are expoſed, will tend to 
purge our ſocieties of lukewarm and un- 
worthy members; of men who prefer the 


- world, and the things of it, to the cauſe of 
truth, and a good conlcience - and 1uch are 


many of the richer ſort among us, and in 
all ſocieties; men who, by aſſociating with | 
other rich and worldly-minded men, and. 
eſpecially thoſe who are within the influ- 


ence of a court, and the honours and emo» 


kuments derived from it, catch too much of 


| their ſpirit; become aſſimilated to their 


manners, and 'adopt their views, Let al 
fach go to their proper place : we want 
them not. We want not even their wealth. 
True Chriſtianity does not ſuppoſe, or re- 
quire it. | But in all caſes of perfecution, 
fome of - the moſt wealthy: Have ing the 
wt zealous. 

True Chriſtians, Jovead of ſaperſtition, 
will meet for public worſhip, and edify one 
another, even without the aid, or expence, 
of reguhr miniſters. Thefe are, no doubt, 
a convenience, but by no means neceffary, 
even to the adminiſtration of the ordinatices 


of PHD, or the Lord's fapper. And, in 


| fituations 


 efpectally in difficult Times. T9 
ſituations in which mitiiſters cannot be- had, 
Chriſtian laymen will, 1 hope, have'the 
good ſenſe to do thernſelves every thing 


that has been uſually done by their minif- 


ters. And at this time, there are helps 
abundantly ſufficient for the purpoſe, eve 


though Chriſtian Tocieties ſhould be as s def 


titute of talents, as of wealth. 


"This excellent leffon will be taught thirk | 


effe@tually i in a ſeaſon of adyerſity, than of 
proſperity. And we ought to be thankful 
for evefy ſituation in which ſuch” valuable 
inſtruQion is beſt inculcated. In the þre- 


ſent and beſt ages of Chriſtianity, not. 


s many wiſe men after the fleſh,” and © not 
* many mighty were Choſen.* '' And our 
Saviour even thanked his heavenly Father, 
that the goſpel was © hidden from the wiſe 


* and prudent;* not the truly wiſe, but 
frota worldly wiſe men, thoſe who have 
the World and the things of it yy their 


chief objeQ. 
When riches and hours are Sati6 reward 
of Chriſtianity, it will be thought by the 


world, that the profeſſion of it is adopted 


for the ſake of thoſe riches and honours, 
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20 The Uſe of Chriſtianity, 

and no other reaſon of, their conduCt will be 
ſo much as looked for. But when a man's 
faith is, attended with perſecution, and 
abuſe i in every; form, it will be evident that 
it has ſorne other foundation, and ſuch as 
will be thought worth 1 inquiring into. And 
a diſpaſſionate | inquiry is all that truth, and 
Chriſtianity, if it be founded on truth, re- 


quires. The fame is the caſe with reſpect 


to any particular mode or form of Chriſti- 


anity. Tt diſclaims all connexion with Cl- 


vil power, and worldly emolument. | 
It may juſtly be: our: pride, that, as Uni- 


Y tarians, our. religion has been fo far from 


being befriended, that it has, in all ages, 
and in: all nations, been frowned upon by 
the civil magiſtrate ; and yet in theſe ſeer- 


ingly. unfavourable circumſtances, | it has 


conſtantly g oained. groung, and of Jate in a 
tenfold proportion, to what it has ever done 
before, with: thinking and ſerious men, Cary 
there be a ſurer indication than this, that. it 
will continue to gain ground, till it eſtabliſh 
itſelf univerſally ? ? But, even.then, it will, 


truſt, be as independent, as'it is at preſent, 


of that cal power which 1 15 NOW hoſtile to 
| it 


eſpecially in dyficult Times. 1 
it. Hereafter, when tirpie ſhall have abated 
the force of prejudice, it may be recorded 


to your honour, that you received not my- 


ſelf, as an individual, but an Unitarian, ſo 
obnoxious to popular odium' as I have been, 
| as well as to have had ſuch a man as a 
Price (whoſe eulogium I need not make to 
you) for yaur iminlſiee, 


Having ſhewn this Chriſtian corticnidle; 
and afted with ſo much true judgment, I. 
hope you will continue to a& the ſame 


part, untnoved by the cenſures of an un- 
thinking world, and promoting the peace 
and welfare of your country, with being 
enemies to which we are moſt unjuſtly 
charged. _ ATE = 

Should thoſe calamitous times, the ap- 
proach of which, led, as I conceived, by 


the hght of ſcripture prophecy. compared | 


_ with the preſent aſpedt of things, I exprefled 


my apprehenfions of in my late Faſt Sermon, 
really come, the Chriſtian principles which 


] have, in this diſcourſe, endeavoured to 


recommend to you, will be your beſt ſecu- 
rity ; teaching you both how to a&#, and how 
to ſuffer, as circumſtances may require. In 
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22. The Uſe of Chriftianity, 


this: caſe, though abfent, I ſhall not exult 
in wy fafety from' the ſtorm, but ſympa- | 
thize with, you, and almoſt wiſh. to ſuffer 
along with you. For it is not any dread of 
this nature, but other circumſtances, as you 
well know, that induce me to, leaye you, 
 . In all eyents, our. ſeparation, - and that 
from any of our friends, by death, or other- | 
wiſe, 1s, in the eye of reaſon, of ſhort con- 
tinuance. | For what are the remains of life 
which. ſeparate us from: the dead, to any of 
ug. It is, as the apoſtle ſays, but. * as a va- 
« pour, which appeareth for a little time, 
s and then yanuiſheth - away.' And then, 
my. Chriſtian friends, you will rejoin. your 
late moſt excellent paſtor, Dr. Price, and 
all-your deceaſed worthy paſtors and! friends, 
where. you, will: not ſtand in need of our in- 
ſtruQions, but derive know ledge from purer 
ſources than ours, by nearer AP RFRRNgs to 
the great fountain, of light.. Loyadg 
There every cloud of dig 
.and eſpecully. thoſe. which - lead; us to; mif- 
| take each other's charaQters, and to. think 
wotle, of one another than any of -us, I 
—_ ought. todo, wil diſappear, And the 
+ -: happy 


eſpecially in difficult Times. 23 
happy conſequence of this will be many 
| perſons embracing one another as brethren 
who were here the moſt hoſtile to each 
other. 


Then every truth will be ſeen, not akly 


in its whole evidence, but in its proper im- 


_ portance, Bigotry, conſequently, will-be 


unknown, and no miſtakes but thoſe of the 


heart will be thought to be of any moment 
at all. 
Could we imbibe thoſe ſentiments "Rl 
below, we ſhould. make earth itſelf a per- 
fe&t heaven ; "I our doing this as well as 
we are able, will be our beſt preparation 
for that bliſsful ſtate. . To have afhiſted any 


of you in this moſt important preparation, 


for what the apoſtle in my text calls © the 


+ inheritance of the ſaints in light,” would 


be my greateſt praiſe ; as to meet you there 
would be my greateſt joy. 


As an evidence of your having roabibed 


the true ſpirit of Chriſtianity yanrildies, 


and of your being ſenſible of its importance, 


you will, each of you, exert yourſelves in 
your ſeveral ſpheres, to extend the know- 
ledge of it to others, and alſo endeavour 
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24 The Uſe of Chriſtianity, 
to infuſe the ſame ſpirit into them. Do 
| Not imagine that this is the buſineſs of mi- 
niſters only. Clergy and /azty, in the ſenſe 
in which the terms are now uſed, are un- 
known in the ſcriptures. . All Chriſtians 
are there diſtinguiſhed by the phraſe that is 
now rendered clergy. . All Chriſtians are 
there . ſaid to be © kings and prieſts unto 
* God;;* and every man who can teach, 
ſhould be a teacher ; and without any ordi- 
nation, beſides the requeſt of his. fellow 
Chriſtians, adminiſter ever Chriſtian ordi- 
Nance. 

But independently of this, which may 
be faid to require ſome talents and abllity, 
not / poſſeſſed .by all, there is a method in 
which all Chriſttans, without exception, 
may be teachers of Chriſtianity, and re-. 
commend it to others. It is by the open 
profeſſion of it, and by a life and con- 
verſation conformable to it. This, though 
a-filent, 1s, in many reſpe&ts, the molt 
effeftual, method of preaching. * Let 

« your light ſhine before men, that they, 
+ ſeeing your good works, may glorify your 
+ father who-1s in heaven.” 


But 


eſpecially in difficult Times. 2F: 
But the mere open profeſſion of Chriſtian- 
ity by perſons of reſpe&able charaCters, that 
1s, perſons in general eſteem for their good 
ſenſe and good condudt, in an age like this, 
abounding with unbehevers, is of itſelf of 
creat importance. Gladly would unbelievers. 
have it to ſay that all men of ſenſe are with. 
them. On the contrary, Lam confident that, 
whatever may be ſaid with reſpe& to good 


ſenſe, or natural ability, which is often em- 
 ployed tothe worſt of purpoſes, men of real 
knowledge and refleCtion, as well as men of 


virtue and integrity, men who have given. 


the moſt ſerious attention to the' ſubje&, 


and men of the moſt upright and unbiafſed 


minds, without which natural v7 will 
avail but little, are with us. 
But to recommend Chriſtianity to men, 


of reaſon and refleQtion, it muſt be made to. 


appear a rational thing. Men cannot em- 
brace as ſacred truth any thing at which 
their common ſenſe revolts.. Nor'can that 
be conſidered as a truth.of revealed religion, 
which is contrary to the-moſt obvious and 
acknowledged truths of natural religion. 


And the qreateſt part of the unbelief of the 


preſent 
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6 The Uſrof Chrifianiry, 


preſent age, has evidently ariſen from the 


croſs abuſes and corruptions of Chriſtianity, 
eſpecially ſuch as are ſupported by the civil. 
eſtabliſhments of it. Theſe it is-the duty of 
every enlightened Chriſtian, as he values 
his religion, and withes to extend the know- 


ledee of it, ſtrenuouſly to oppoſe. And the 
_ preſent ſtate of dubge © calls for this 1n a _ 


culiar manner. « 
 Unbelievers muſt by FD das their 
triumph over.:ſuch Chriſtianity as 1s ſup- 


ported by the ſtate will avail them nothing. 


It is only their triumph over error and ſu- 
perſtition, which are the bane of Chriſtian- 
ity. What do they gain by expoſing ſuch 
docrines as thoſe of. tranſubſtantiation, and 
the trinity? Theſe are not the doQrines 


of the ſcriptures, but the abſurd devices of 


men; dofrines which, indeed, naturally 
aroſe in the ſtate of things 1 in which Chriſ- 


tianity was embraced by heathens, previ- 
' ouſly tinQured with their peculiar notions, 


but contrary to the plaineſt- maxims and. 

AXiOMs of the ſcriptures. TE, - 
The doctrine of the unity of God, ; 1s hs 

one great object of the whole of the Jewiſh 


religion, 


eſpecially in difficult Times. 27 


religion, and afſumed as a fundamental prin= 
_ ciple in Chriſtianity. The firſt of all the 
commandments is, © '' Thou ſhalt have no 
other gods beſide me ;* and who was the 


ſpeaker, but Jehovah, the great creator of 


heaven, and earth, the ſame great. Being 
who in the New Teſtament is ſtiled the 


+ God: and; the father of our Lord Jeſus 


* Chriſt,” and ſurely not Jeſus Chriſt him- 


ſelf; becauſe then there would be no ſuch 
per ſon as God the father at all ; whereas the. 


apoſtle ſays, * Tous there 1s one God, even 
* the Father; and, one mediator between 
5 God and men, the man Chriſt Jeſus.? 

Again, in all the civil eſtabliſhments of 
' Chriſtianity, the charaQter of the one God 


and father of all has been greatly debaſed by 


the idea of his arbitrarily ſcleing certain 


individuals of the human race, as the objes 


of his eſpecial favour, while all the reſt are 
left under an. irreverſible ſentence of con- 
demnation ; and alſo by the idea of the in- 
exorableneſs of his diſpoſition, in not re- 
\ ceiving penitent offenders, till fatisfa&ion 

had been made to his juſtice by the death of 
. Chriſt, Whereas his moſt ſolemn-declara- 


tions 
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20 The Uk of Chr: ifianity, | | 


tions to Moſes, and all the prophets, as 4 
« God merciful and gracious,” who * for his 
© name's ſake,” and * his mercy's fake? only, 
pardons offences, though ever fo great ; and 
all the diſcourſes and- parables of ont 'Savi- 
our, eſpecially his moſt inſtruQive parable 
of the prodigal ſon, exhibit him in a very 
different and much' more amiable light, as 
requiring no atonement, or fatiotattion; 
whatever beſides the” Tepentance, and ' re- 
turn, of the worſt of ſinners. | 
If we have any real value for Chriſtian- 
ity, we ſhould exert ourſelves to free it 
from theſe creat incumbrances, which have 
already done it the greateſt injury, and en- 
dangered its very cxiidace: And if other 
well-meaning perſons, from the fault of 
their education, and early impreſſions, exert 
themſelves with great zeal in maintaining 
theſe ſpurious Jodrines, we ought to thew 
no leſs zeal in favour of the great truths of 
which they are an infringement. If they 
3magine that they maintain the honour of 
Chriſt by afſerting his divinity, are not we 
| maintaining the honour of God, <& refuſing 


to 
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to allow any Being whatever'to ſhare with 
| him in thoſe here: which he has de- 
clared that.he will not give to another ?. 
| Let this, however, be done with all due 


allowance for the innocent prejudices of 


others; fo as to think no worſe of the mo- 
ral charaQters of men, or their final ſtate, on 
account of any mere difference of opinion. 
True piety and benevolence, or the love of 
God and of our neighbour, to produce 
which is thegreat object of all religion, arenot 
confined to Uiarians - OI of thinking 
more favourably of the chorgdinr. of the 
Supreme Being, and not thinking any man 
the obje&t of his diſpleaſure on'account of 
his opinions, theſe great virtues, the foun- 
dation of all the reſt, may be expected to 
find an eafier entrance into out breaſts, than 


into thoſe of Calvinifts and Trinitarians, - 


who, thinking thoſe who differ from then 
to be the obje&s of the divine abhorrence, 


may imagine that they cannet do wrong 


in entertaining the ſame ſentiments con- 
cerning them ; and this 1s the ATION of 


all perſecution. 


- It is to the honour of this ſociety, an ho- 
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nour which I hope you will never loſe, ts ' 
be generally underſtood to hold the Chriſ- 


tian faith in the purity that I. have de- 


ſcribed ; having obtained the honourable 


denomination of an Unitarian Society. \ For 


this implies all the reſt. The opinions of 
ſingle perſons are often overlooked, or diſre- 


garded ; but a Chriſtian church is as a city ſet 


* an hill, that connot be hid ; and when they 
ſhall become numerous' (atid they are 'con- 
tinvally increaſing) they cannot” fail to at- 


tratt univerſal attention, And this-cannot 


ut operate in the moſt favourable manner 
for the intereſt of Chriſtianity in*general. 


Indeed, it is ſufficiently obvious at this'day, 
that it cannot ſtand on any other ground. 

' I cannot conclude this Diſcourſe, the laſt 
that I ſhall probably deliver from this pul- 
pit, without exprefiing my fatisfaQtion in 


| your choice of my ſucceflor. It has been 


ſuch as' cannot fail to do you honour with 
the truly enlightened part of the comtmu- 
nity. 1 would not, and leaft of all 'm this 


place, flatter you, or him. But this I will 


lay, that by makirig choice, as you- have 
done, of a perſon to ſucceed me, who' will 
conduct 


= 
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conduQt your devotions, and carry on- plans 


of inſtruQion, - public and private, as I am 


' perſuaded he will, 'on the ſame principles, 
and in n reſpe&s as-much- to the ſatisfac- 
tion of *the judicious part of the audience, 
you have greatly leſſened the pain that 1 


| hall feel from our ſeparation. It will ap« 


pear to me, as if I were {till with you in his 
perſon. | | 
May the connexion be long, and happy. 
Under his miniſtry, and that of his worthy 
colleague, may you be built up in the pure 
faith of the goſpel, mfſpiring the genuine 


ſpirit, and diſcharging all the duties of it, 


that when the *© Great Shepherd ſhall ap- 
* pear, and take an account of his ſervants, 
* you may be. found of him without {ſpot 


* and blameleſs, and not be aſhamed before 


* him at his coming.” And then, in the 
mean time, though abſent from you, I may 
hear of your welfare, which, next to con- 
 tinuing with you, and promoting the ſame 
great cauſe myſelf, wall make: me moſt 

{<9 now cloſed my diſcourſe to the 


proper congregation, I ſhall take the liberty 
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to addreſs a few words to the many ſtran« 


gers, who, as I expected, I perceive to be 


preſent. 


Moſt of you, I orfugnjs are come hither 
from an innocent curiolity to ſee and hear 


a perſon of whom you have heard much 


evil, and perhaps ſome good, and whom 


you do not expect to ſee or hear any more. 


Others, though I hope not many, may 


have come for ſome leſs innocent purpoſe : 
Theſe, let them have come whenever they 
pleaſed, muſt have found themſelves diſap- 
pointed; and I hope agrecably ſo; as in- 
ſtead of finding any occaſion of harm to me, 
they may have found ſome good to them- 
ſelves. Nothing elſe can they have heard 
here; nothing but what is calculated to 
confirm the. rt of all Chriſtians, and to 
-inculcate thoſe ſentiments of the heart, and 
that conduct in life, which are the proper 
| fruits of that faith. All the doctrines that 
' nave been taught here, are thoſe relating to 
the being, the attributes, and the provi- 
| dence of God ; - the divine miſhons of Moſes, 


and the prophets; of Chriſt and. the apoſtles, 


and that future ſtate of righteous retribution, 
which 
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which they preached. Theſe great articles 


of faith you have heard not only afferted, 


but if you have attended frequently, re- 


peatedly proved by rational arguments. 
This a perſon diſpoſed to cavil will al- 


low + but he may ſay that he has likewile. 


heard many things heretical, and offenfive 
| to him. This is very poſlible : for every 
tenet contrary to that which any particu- 
lar perſon has been uſed to conſider as 


true, will, of courſe, be by him deemed 


falſe, and therefore heretical, and more or 
lefs offenſive. But are we not at liberty in 


this country to think and judge for our- 


ſelves? And as to every reaſonable cauſe of 
offence, all doftrines are to be judged of by 
their moral tendency, agreeably to the rule 
of our Saviour, * By their fruits ye ſhall 
* know them.” 

Now, what is the apparent moral ten- 


dency of the doftrines concerning God, and | 


his moral government, that have been con- 
 Nantly taught in this place, but a life of 
obedience to his will ? And 1s this moral 
tendency leſſened by the belief that this 
| God is one Being ; or is it at all improved, 
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or ſtrengthened, by the belief of there be- 


ing three perſons in the Godhead? On the 
contrary, is not the underſtanding con- 
founded, and diſtrafted, by the very at- 


tempt (which, after all, muſt be unavail- 
ing) to reconcile the doctrine of three drvine 


perſons, with the fundamental doftrine of 
the ſcriptures, that there 1s but one God. 


And by what conceivable operation can the 


temper and diſpoſition of mind be improved 
by ſuch confuſion of ideas, and ſuch embar- 
rafiment ; to ſay nothing of the abſurdity, 


_ and umpiety, of the Joftrine ? 
You have heard great ſtreſs laid upon the 


dodrine of the FRM of Chrift. But be- 
ſides that this 1s plainly ſetting up another 
God than the oxe God and Father of Jeſus 


Chriſt; what is gained by it ? Are the doc- 
triaes and precepts of the goſpel of leſs 


force becauſe the perſons who taught them 
were not themſelves gods ? On this princi- 
ple, the law of Moſes would have no obli- 
cation ; and every thing taught by the 
apoſtles, who certainly were not gods, muſt 
be diſregarded ; whereas, it is the authority 
by which doctrines are taught, and not the 
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perſons, or in/lruments, by whom they are 4] 
taught, that is to be regarded ; and this 
authority we all conſider as properly divine. 
Laſtly, will the human character ſuſ- 
tain any injury with reſpe&t to his love of 
-  - Jeflice and equity, in conſequence of being 
aug 2ht that God, whom we are to reſemble, 
is impartial in his regards to all his crea- 
tures of mankind, ibg ſhews no eſpecial | 
favour to any but for their ſuperior virtue ? 
Or will any man be leſs kind, or merciful, 
by believing God to be more ſo ? When [ 
we make the Divine Being our patterh, = "f 
and pray that he would * forgive us as we 
* forgive others,” ſhall we not be even more 
diſpoſed to entertain proper ſentiments to- kl 
wards our offending brother, when we are mn 
taught that if he cally repent we mult for- 
give him; rather than if we were to be led, 
In imitation of the ſuppoſed conduct of God, 
to demand ſome other atonement, or fatuſ- 
faQtion, of him ? 
Theſe, however,. are the molt offenſive 
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As to the charge of /2dition, nothing that 
| can, by any conſtruction, be ſuppoſed to 
| | have that tendency has ever been delivered 
| 
| 
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; 


from this pulpit; unleſs it be ſedition to 
teach what the apoſtles taught before, viz. 
that we are © to obey God rather than man,” 
and that in what relates to re/;g10n, and con- 
ſerence, wedilclaim all human authority, even 
that of king, lords, and commons. In theſe 
things we acknowledge only one father, 
even God, and one maſter, even Chriſt, the 
meſſenger, or ambaſſador, of God. If any 
doftrine be really falſe, being contrary to 
reaſon and the ſcriptures, it is not an act of 
parliament that can make it true. Or, if any 
a&tion be morally wrong, as being contrary 
to natural juſtice and equity, it 1s not an 
ad of parliament that can make it be right. 
But while we thus render *© to God the 
« things that are God's,” we Tender to 
« Czſar the things that are Czſar's. We 
are * ſubjea& to every? civil © ordinance of 
- © man, for the Lord's fake,*' though not 
Z | their ordinances relating to re/igion. And 
V EI nt Wo whether 
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whether we think any particular civil re- 


gulations to be wiſe, or not (and with re- 
ſpe&t to things of this nature, as well as 
others, different men will think differently) 


we ſubmit to the deciſion of the majority, 


and are the friends of peace and good order. 

Learn then not to give ear to mere ca- 
lumny ; but, according to the old Engliſh 
maxim, ſuppoſe every man to be innocent 
till he be proved to be guilty, and in all 
matters of op:n0n, allow to others the liber- 


ty that you take yourſelves. As to ws, I 


truſt that we have learned of Chriſt to 
* bleſs them that curſe us, and to pray for 
* them that deſpitefully uſe, and periecute 
* us.” In the language of the liturgy we 
Pray that God would * forgive our enemies, 


+ perſecutors, a and {landerers, and turn their 


$ hearts.” 
Whether, then, you come as friends, or 


as enemies ; whether we ſhall ever ſee one 
another's faces again, or not; may God, 


whoſe Providence 1s over all, bleſs, pre- 
ſerve, and keep us. Aboye all, may we be 


preſerved in the paths of virtue and piety, 


that we may have a happy meeting in that 
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world, where error,and prejudice will be ng 
more; where all the ground of the party _ 
diſtintions that ſabſiſt here will be taken 
away ; where every miſunderſtanding wall 
be cleared up, and the reign of tr uth and of 
virtue will be for ever eſtabliſhed. 
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ME 


To the Congregation of Proteſtant Diſenters 


at the Gravel Pit Meeting in Hackney. 


Clapton, February 21, 1794, 


MY CHRISTIAN FRIENDS, 


 Arrzx ſpending little more than two years with 


| you, I find it expedient to leave you. But you 
will believe me when I afſure you, that this reſa- 
lation is not occaſioned by any complaint that I 
have to make with reſpect to you. On the con- 
trary, it was ſingularly generous in you to receive 
me when you did, driven, as I was, by yiolence 
from a favourite ſituation, and hikely, from the 
prejudice of the times, to bring ſuſpicion on any 
congregation that ſhould make choice of me, 
I have been happy to find that, though many, 


(as, on ſeveral accounts, was very natural) obje&ted 


to the conduct of the majority, and left the ſo- 
_ ciety, ſome partially, and others altogether, your 
numbers are not on the whole diguniſhed ; and 
eſpecially that, contrary to the expeCtations of 


moſt, I have found a ſufficiently ample field of 


D 4 uſefulneſs 
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uſefulneſs in the claſſes of young perſons who have 
attended my lectures. 'Theſe I leave with pecu- 
liar regret, having bad peculiar ſatisfaction in my 
attention to them, and in their improvement in 
_ religious knowledge, many of them, I doubt not, 
being well qualified to inftruft others. I hope 
that, in your. choice of a ſucceſſor to me (in which 
I pray for your beſt direction) their intereſt will 
not be negleCted; more ſubſtantial good, I am, 
from long experience, well perſuaded, being done 
in this way, than in the beſt diſcharge of any other 
part of the miniſterial duty. 

Diſtant as is the country to which I find it ex- 
pedient to remove, | ſhall always rejoice to hear 
of your welfare, both as men, and as a Chriſtian 
ſociety. But infinitely happier will it be if our 
conduct 1n Jife be ſuch, as ſball ſecure our meet- 
ing where the wicked will ceaſe from troubling, 
where all the prejudices and miſunderſtandings_ 
that diſturb the harmony of Chriſtians here will 
vaniſh, and where we ſhall never be ſeparated 
from one another any more. | 


| am, my Chriſtian friends 
| You afftionate paſtor, 
J. PRIESTLEY. | 


P. 8. As the time of my depatture 1s uncer- 
tain, though 1 not tar diſtant, I cannot fix any par- 
ticular 


Abponilih '4l 


doular t time for the diffolutian of our connexion ; 


| but I hope no great inconvenience will ariſe from 
this degree of uncertainty, 


The Anfever of” the Congregation. 


MOGENTY: 16th March, I 7 94: 
| REV. AND DEAR SIR, 

We have received with extreme concern the 
communication of your intention to reſign your 
| paſtoral office in this congregation : a connex10n, 
from which we had promiſed ourſelves a great 


degree of benefit and happineſs, and which our 


ſhort experience has abundantly juſtified. 
__ Whatever are the circumſtances which have 
induced you to think of removing, it 1s ſome con- 
ſolation to find, that it is not owing to any com- 


plaint to which we have given occaſion; ſince 
you are pleaſed to beſtow more praiſe upon our 


conduct, than is its due, 

| We ſhall always refle&t, with the higheſt ſatiſ- 
faction and with real gratitude, on your public 
ſervices among us; and on none more than your 
eſtabliſhment of leEtures to the different claſſes of 


young perſons. Convinced, as we are, that the 
moſt important advantages are likely to be deriv- 
£4 to the riſing generation from this inſticution, 


VL 
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we ſhall be careful to keep this great point 1 in 
view, in the choice of your ſucceſlor. 

In lamenting the ſeparation which is about to 
take place between us, we feel particularly con- 
cerned, that your remoyal is to be to a country 
fo diſtant, as wholly to cut off our perſonal inter- 

_ courſe with you: but we truſt that Providence 

intends, by this event, to open to you a ſcene of 
greater uſefulneſs; and it is this conſideration, 
which better reconciles us to the great loſs, which 
we ourſelves are about to ſuſtain. 

Remote as may be the ſituation to which you 
find it expedient to remove, our nearts will go 
with you, and our affections embrace you ; and 
nothing will afford us greater cotnfort, than to 
hear of your happineſs and increaſing means of 
doing good. If the attachment of thoſe with | 
whom you are about to live, is at all in propor- 
tion to the regret of thoſe whom you are about to 
quit, .you will have a fure pledge of furure ſatiſ- 
faction. 

We can take no merit to ourſelves for having 
been ambitious to receive you into this ſociety, at 
a time when perſecution raged againſt you ; ſince 

' we conſulted herein our duty and our beſt intereſts. 
But it gives us the deepeſt regret, that it was 1n 
this country that you ſhould have ſuffered for the 
freedom of well-intentioned inquiries on ſubjects, 
reſpecting which Every man 1s bound diligently to 


3 _acck 
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ſearch for truth, and on which no man can aſſume 


A right to think for his neighbour. Without free 

diſcuſſion, truth cannot be aſcertained, and it is 

the abſence of free diſcuſſion which alone can pere 
petuate error, 


Unable to deny th propriety of your retiring 


from a ſcene of things, where you can promiſe to 


yourſelf fo little comfort, or perhaps even ſafety, 
ye are at leaſt bound to bear teſtimony to your 
irreproachable condu&t, and to the patience with 
which you have borne your ſufferings. At the 
ſame time, we muſt lament the ſtigma which our 
nation will have brought upon itſelf, both with 
Europe and with poſterity, for having forced one 


of the firſt of men, of Chriſtians, and of philoſo- 


phers, to ſeek in foreign countries an aſylum from 
the inſults and i uuries, which he had experienced 
| jo his own in the purſuit of religious truth. 


In the pleaſing hope of a happy and ingiffoluble_ 


pnion hereafter, to which time cannot put an end, 


we remain with every ſentiment of gratitude and | 


Fſtcem 1 In behalf of the congregation, 


Rev. and Dear Sir, 
Your reſpe&tul and lincere friends 
i and fellow Chriſtians. 


Signed by all the members of a committee deputed 


- for this purpoſe by the congregation. 
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The Addreſs of the Young Men and Young 
Women, who attend the LeFures on the 
Juvject of Natural and Revealed Religion. 


To the Rev. Dx. PRIESTLEY.,. 


REV. AND DEAR SIR, 


You intention of quitting this country being 
now made known, accept the warmeſt ſentiments 
of gratitude from thoſe who, beſides having be-_ 
nefited by your paſtoral ſervices, | have alſo profited 
by your Lectures to young perſons on the ſubject 
of religion. The merit of. this inſtitution, which 

is all your own, has its beſt evidence in the im- 
preſſion it has made on the minds of us your pu- 
pils. Through your means we not only feel con- 
firmed in our faith in religion, but better diſpoſed 
to the performance of our various duties; the 
knowledge of which you have thus rendered clearer 
to our judgment, and the practice of which you 
have enforced to us by new and animating mo- 
tives. Exemplary in your own life, and firm un- 
der perſecution, you have hereby ſuperadded the 
ſtrongeſk 
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ſtrongeſt proof of the ſincerity and the efficacy of 


your different precepts. _ ; 

It 1s not permitted to us to deprecate a "VITWER 
tion which is judged neceflary for your comfort 
and ſafety, and which Providence has perhaps de- 


fgned, in order to extend your uſefulneſs ; but we 
mult at leaſt lament, that our own happineſs is no 


longer to remain ſo intimately conne&ted with 
yours. - 


& 


It is ſome conſolation; however, that we can 


at leaſt give you pleaſure, by endeavouring ro 
purſue your pious and wiſe inſtructions, and ſhew- 


ing that you have not laboured in vain to make us 
firm Chriſtians and virtuous characters. Among 
other marks of our attachment, we ſhall hold ir 
as a principal duty to promote at all times, in the 


congregations to which we belong, the inſtitution 


of Le&tures to young perſons, of which we conſi- 
der you as the founder, being firmly perſuaded, 


from our own experience, of their religious and 
moral advantages. 


Permit us to add our thanks for the preſent! you 
have made to the library, of your valuable works, 
by the peruſal of which, both ourſelves, and 
thoſe who follow us, muſt endeavour to mitigate 
the memory of the loſs ſuſtained, by the diſconti- 
nuance of your perſonal inſtructions. 


That 
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That your voyage may be ſafe and expeditious, 
and that, during the remainder of your life, you 
may enjoy an uninterrupted ſeries of happineſs, is 
the earneſt wiſh, and ardent prayer, of 


Reverend and dear Sir, 


Your grateful and affeQtionate Pupuls. 


Signed by forty-one names. 


- 
_ 
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The Addreſs of the Unitarian Society. 


To the Rev. Dx. PRIESTLEY. 


REV. AND DEAR SIR, 


You friends, the members of the Unitarian 


Society, addreſs you on the preſent intereſting 


occaſion, to expreſs the regret with which they 
are penetrated, at your approaching departure 
from this country, and their warmeſt wiſhes for 
your happineſs, in the place wy POW future defti- 


nation, 


So little as you have at any time interfered in 


- " : $9; p 
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national politics, it is but too obvious, that the | 


outrageous violence which you have experienced, 
and the atrocious calumnies which have been cir- 


culated with ſuch unexampled induſtry to injure 


your charafter, and to render your reſidence in 
your native country unpleaſant, and even unſafe, 


are entirely owing to that manly ſpirit, with which 
you have avowed and defended, what you firmly | 


believed to be the pure and rational doCtrines of 


\ the goſpel; and to that truly Chriſtian zeal, with 
which you have entered your proteſt againſt thoſe 
prevailing errors, by which the religion of Jeſus 


has been corrupted, and debaſed. 


But you, Sir, have inſtrufted us, both by your 
doctrine 
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doctrine and example, to refer events to a highet 


cauſe : and while we regard with pity the condutt 
of men, who, under the cover of religious zeal, 

are gratifying their own perverſe paſſions, we alſo 
view them as inſtruments, under the direction of 
a ſuperior power, for the accompliſhment of pur- 
poſes, the molt diſtant from their own intentions ; 
and we bow with humble acquieſcence to the all- 
wiſe diſpoſing will of Heaven. The hiſtory of the 
Chriſtian church from its firſt origin, through the 
revolutions of ſucceſſive ages, has taught us this 
leſſon; that it is the order of Providence, that re- 
ligious truth ſhould be promulgated and confirmed 
by the ſufferings of its moſt enlightened, and moſt - 


_ zealous advocates. In this part of the world, you, 


Sir, have kindled a reſplendent light, which no 
length of time, nor violence of oppoſition, will be. 
able to extinguiſh ; and you have been honoured 
as the inſtrument of diffuſing religious knowledge, 
beyond almoſt any individual in later ages : we 
anticipate therefore, with pleaſing hope, the exten- 
ſive ſucceſs of your future labours in America. 
Favoured as we haye been with your riſing, and 
your meridian luſtre, we ought not to envy our 
brethren on the weſtern continent, the benefit of 
your evening ray. 
Hitherto, Sir, you have been our pattern in 
Fay meritorious exertion in the inveſtigation Oz 
religiou: 
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religious truth, in every thing open and courage- 
ous in the profeſſion of it. And when you ate re- 
moved to a diſtant region, we truſt that you will 


occaſionally hear, that your illuſtrious example 


has not been ſo long exhibited before us in vain, 


We ſhall think it our duty upon every proper oc- 
 caſion, and at all hazards, to avow our attachment 


to the genuine truths of the Chriſtian religion ; 
and if, in the diſcharge of this duty, we ſhould be 
expoſed even to ſeverer perſecutions than thoſe 
which you have encountered, we hope that our 
conduct will not diſgrace the honourable cauſe 1 in 
which we miay ſuffer. 

We, Sir, rejoice with you, in the aſfurance of 
the ultimate triumph of the kingdom of God, 
_ and of Chriſt, and of the univerſal dominion of 
truth and virtue, of order, liberty, and peace. 


And though we deplore the probable diſtreſſes of . - 
the intervening period, we are happy in the per-_ 


ſuaſion, that infinite wiſdom will dire& and con- 
troul the ſtorm, and that all the intermediate cala- 


mities will be as an evaneſcent point, in compa- 


riſon with that glorious and happy ſtate of things, 


of which they are the neceſſary means, and to 


- which they ultimately tend. 


In the mean time, we ſhall regard it as our in- 


diſpenſable duty, to prepare ourſelves and others 
for theſe intereſting events ; not only by the zea- 
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lous propagation of what we judge to be impor-_ 
tant truth, by every fair and honourable method, 


| but likewiſe by exemplifying in our whole con- 


du&t, the tendency of the principles of the Chriſ- 
tian religion, when properly underſtood, to form 
the human mind to that ſtrength and elevation of 
character, in which the true dignity of our nature 
conſiſts; and by which we may moſt effeCtually 


-put to ſhame the calumnies of malignity, the 
prejudices of 1gnorance, and the ſcoffs of infi- 


delity. 


That your voyage may be proſperous, that 
your future lot may be happy, beyond the moſt 


ſanguine expeQations of your warmeſt friends ; 


and that your ſphere of uſefulneſs may be widely 
extended, and prolonged to the moſt diſtant pe- 
riod of human exertion, is the ardent wiſh, and 
fervent Prayer, of 

Reverend and dear Sir, 


Your affeftionate friends, 
The Members of the Unitarian Society. 


T. LINDSEY, Chairman. © 
Lindon, 18th March, 1794. 
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The Addreſs of the United C ongregations of 


Proteſtant Diſſenters at Birmingham. 


DEAR SIR, 


KnowinG the near approach of your depar- 
ture from this country, we cannot but think we 
ſhould be guilty of a culpable neglect, did we not 
previouſly bid you an affeftionate farewell. 

We have beheld with mingled indignation and 
regret, that ſpirit of perſecution which kindled the 
flames of ninety-one, ſpreading through the realm 


its baneful. influence, and purſuing into his retreats 


the friend and ornament of his country. 

A ſpirit which was thought, in this country at 
leaſt, to be for ever extinct, inſpiring its barba- 
rous violence into a lawleſs mob, drove you from 


| this place, and broke thoſe bonds, which form the | 


facred connexion of a paſtor with his flock. 
Wanton 1n malice, the ſame ſpirit has conti- 
nued to perſecute you with private moleſtation, 
and with public calumny. The proftituted abil/- 
_ ties of Mr. Burke have induſtriouſly ſeized each 
public occaſion of exciting againſt you the public 


odium, while the dark aſſaſſinating ſpirit of ano- 


nymous abuſe, has been buſy 1a the public prints, 
E. 2 2 and 


Birmimgham, March 25th, 1-94 
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and found means to affail and wound the tranquil- 


lity of your moſt private retirements. 

From a country where you have met with in- 
Juſtice inſtead of reward, with calumny and per- 
ſecution, inſtead of praiſe and eſteem—we cannot 
wonder you ſhould depart. 

The hope, that in America you will find that 
aſylum which 1s here denied you ; the confidence, 
that a free country will receive a veteran ſon of 
liberty, with all the reſpe& that is due to his 


worth ; the belief that thoſe who have fought and 


bled for their own rights, will reverence one who. 


| has been deprived of his; the certainty, that the 


implacable enemies of liberty will never permit 
you, in this country, to enjoy repoſe ; and the 
ſtrong ſuſpicion, that they would gladly ſeize an 
opportunity, to aim not only at your perſonal 
freedom, but even at your life itſelf, —reconcile us 
to the proſpect of your departure, by demonſtrat- 
ing its neceſſity. ; 

| Wherever you go, renown will attend you. In 
England alone are you calumniated, In every 


_ other land, each grateful ſcience will crowd 
around, and offer a garland to him, whoſe genius 


has enlarged their ſphere, or added to their ſta- 


| bility, Liberty will warmly welcome you to any 


of her dominions. Virtue and Religion will hail, 
with 
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with joyful ſmiles, the arrival of their intrepid 
champion, their ardent votary. 

We have, on a former melancholy occaſion, 
expreſſed our-ſenſe of the ſervices' you rendered 
us—we expreſſed leſs than we felt, and we again 
| ſend you our thanks. —While tyranny will re- 
joice ; while bigotry and ſuperſtition will clap their 
hands at your departure—all that have been en- 
lightened by your labours will give, in the tribute 
of a filent tear, more than thoſe powers, with all 
their boaſted influence, can beſtow on their moſt 
favourite vaſſals. 

Though you depart, your labours remain. The 
propagation of truth is ſilent, and flow, but it is 
irreſiſtible. The ſeed that you have ſtrewn around, 
will not lie buried in the earth for ever. Ir is 
ariſing, and it will ariſe, till it ripen into a glorious 

harveſt, 

To your talents, your integrity, and love of 
| truth, we ſhall, while we live, bear teſtimony. 
We rejoice, that of theſe no enemy can deprive 
you. While it will afford conſolation to you to 
refle&, that no virtuous effort you ever made can 
poſlibly be loſt, it ſhall be ſome conſolation to us, 
that we have enjoyed, that we do ſtill enjoy, 19 
many of their effects. 

Though the waters of a wide ſea will ſoon roll 
between us—your example, your precepts, your 

4 principles, 


=_-* principles, ſhall not be abſent. Theſe ſhall con- 


. tinue preſent | in our Hunds, and ſhall inſpire our 
conduCt. Z 


| f- : May he who curbs the ocean, who ſtills the 


If wild winds, and the tumultuous billows, grant you 


17 a proſperous paſſage, and ſafely land you on the - 
C || Hhores of America, 


>» 


ZI Signed by the akin deſire of a nu- 
_merous meeting of ſubſcribers, be- 
longing to the two ſocieties of Pro- 
teſtant Diſſenters, aſſembling in the 
| Union C hapel Livery-ſtrect. 
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